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Center for Inclusive Design & Innovation
AMAC is now the Center for Inclusive Design & Innovation (CIDI). AMAC began in 2005 as an
initiative of the Board of Regents University System of Georgia, to help post-secondary
disability services offices provide complete, timely, and efficient accommodations to the
students with print disabilities that they serve. The new name more accurately reflects the
depth and breadth of products, services, research, and education we now provide.

Products, Services & Research at CIDI
• Braille Services produces customized projects from both
print materials and electronic text including partial books
and chapters or graphics only using cutting-edge
technology.
• Professional E-Text provides high-quality e-text in many
formats such as PDF, DOC, DAISY, and HTML.
• Captioning and Audio Description Services makes
classrooms, meetings, labs and other audio environments
fully accessible for deaf or hard-of-hearing, includes
remote captioning and captioned media.

Products, Services & Research at CIDI
• Certified Assistive Technology Team (TFL) provides on-site
and remote assessments, demonstrations, training and
technical assistance for education, work, and daily living
environments.
• Accessibility Compliance focuses on organizational
accessibility needs with evaluation, technical assistance,
customer support, and website accessibility.
• Research focuses on accessible environments for people
with disabilities including students and aging individuals
both online and within physical environments.

AccessGA
AccessGA is an initiative of the State of Georgia ADA
Coordinator’s Office, Center for Inclusive Design & innovation
(CIDI), and the Georgia Technology Authority (GTA).
WAG is funded by the State of Georgia ADA Coordinator's
Office as an initiative of AccessGA, a statewide partnership
supporting state agencies including higher ed institutions and
technical colleges.
The objective is to support Georgia state agencies that strive to
provide equitable and timely access to their employees,
students, and clients with a wide range of disabilities.

WAG - Web Accessibility Group
Monthly Webinars
• Hosted by the Center for Inclusive Design & Innovation (CICI) at
Georgia Tech’s College of Design
• First Wednesday of most months
• Focus on web accessibility for higher ed
• WAG listserv discussion and technical guidance
• WAG website http://www.amacusg.org/wag

The purpose is to bring together individuals in higher ed seeking
to navigate the complex requirements of state and federal
accessibility standards and guidelines.

Your Presenter: John Toles
• employed with CIDI since 2016
• provides technical assistance and services
through CIDI’s Customer Support team to
Higher Ed institutions across the country.
• develops and maintains several of CIDI’s
internal and public-facing applications
• works closely with the ICT Accessibility
team and their web accessibility
evaluations, technical assistance and
training.

Drupal’s Accessibility Statements
Drupal Accessibility Statement (https://www.drupal.org/about/features/accessibility)
• Commitment to meeting Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 and Authoring
Tools Accessibility Guidelines (ATAG) 2.0

• Encourage semantic markup
• Inclusion of WAI-ARIA
Drupal 8 Accessibility eXperience - D8AX (https://groups.drupal.org/node/66323)

D8AX is a commitment from Module and Theme developers to make their projects as accessible
as possible and address accessibility issues as they are reported.
Drupal can’t do everything, so it is still important to keep the accessibility of your content in mind
• Images need alternative text
• Videos need to be captioned
• Foreground and background colors need to be distinguishable from one another

Drupal Accessibility Features
Drupal 7 (https://www.drupal.org/docs/7/accessibility)
1. Native “invisible element” class
2. Accessibility Modules:
• Accessibility Toolkit Module (https://www.drupal.org/project/a11y)
• Block WAI-ARIA Landmark Roles Module (https://www.drupal.org/project/block_aria_landmark_roles)

Drupal 8 (https://www.drupal.org/docs/8/accessibility)

1. Drupal.announce() – JavaScript method for creating aria-live elements
• Drupal.announce(‘text string to be announced by screen reader’)

2. TabbingManager (https://www.drupal.org/node/1973218#tabbing) – JavaScript method for
controlling tab order
3. Alt text fields on images are required by default
4. Inline form errors – included for both end users and content contributors

Beyond Drupal 8
With version 9 Drupal is continuing to move away from being just a content management system
to becoming a web content platform (https://www.drupal.com/product/web-contentmanagement). Not only can you use Drupal for content authoring, but also for things like security
and localization.
New versions of Drupal core will include the same features as the previous version of core on
launch day and provide an easy path to upgrade between future versions.
“…imagine your website is a train. Previously, moving
major versions meant moving the train to a different
track entirely. Beginning with Drupal 9, new major
versions will just be stations on the same track.”
The tentative launch date for Drupal 9 is June 3, 2020.

Georgia Tech’s Drupal Integration

GT Drupal User Group
1. Monthly Meeting to share information, projects and issues
• A more formal meeting
• A regular call is sent out for topics and presentations
• Everyone is aware of the agenda ahead of the meeting
• Both in-person and remote attendance as options

2. Twice monthly “drop-in” sessions where group members get help with Drupal problems
• Open meetings led by volunteers from the group
• Bring a problem to the meetings to get help and contribute to helping other group members

3. A webpage to post the meeting calendars and other resources
4. A mailing list to keep members informed
5. A Microsoft Teams group used to share and archive information

Demonstration of Drupal 8 Integration

Other Drupal Case Studies
Finding relevant Case Studies (https://www.drupal.org/case-studies)
When considering third-party Drupal development, case studies are an informative resource.
Example Case Studies:

1. A complex website:
• Georgia Tech Professional Development (https://www.mediacurrent.com/work/case-study/georgiatech-professional-education)

2. Changing Drupal Versions:
• A Frictionless migration to Drupal 8 (https://www.drupal.org/case-study/a-frictionless-migration-todrupal-8)

Drupal Resources

Drupal Resources
Drupal Groups:
1. Finding an existing group (https://groups.drupal.org/)
• Groups are mostly based around geographic areas
• Groups also exist to cover specific topics, such as the D8AX group

2. Atlanta Drupal Users Group (http://www.drupalatlanta.com/)
3. Drupal Accessibility Group (https://groups.drupal.org/accessibility)

4. Start a group (https://www.drupal.org/node/1949700)
Drupal Camps:
1. Finding a Camp (https://groups.drupal.org/events?type%5B%5D=regional)

2. Drupal Camp Atlanta (https://www.drupalcampatlanta.com/)

Other Online Resources
1. Drupal Mentoring Working Group (https://www.drupal.org/community/mentoring)
• Supports mentoring in the Drupal community
• Coordinators and Leads give talks, take on roles at events, and motivate others to become mentors

2. Drupal User Guide (https://www.drupal.org/docs/user_guide/en/index.html)
• Written for those with minimal knowledge of Drupal
• Updated regularly

3. Code Karate (http://codekarate.com/)
• Blog and videos covering many topics, as well as free courses and ebooks

4. W3C Web Content Accessibility Guidelines version 2.1 (https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/)

Questions?
John Toles: john.toles@design.gatech.edu
John Rempel: jrempel3@gatech.edu
Slides and resources list will be made available.

